
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 





 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Tsang Kang la or Ekka pani is located at 19,000 ft. It is at head of the ‘Fish Tail 1’ 
(due to fish tail shape  of  border lines in this area), and is disputed by the Chinese 
claiming as their own. Tsang Kang  is the Tibetan name for this pass. At western foot 
of this pass Yeh river (a feeder to the Dri river) originates. In Idu-Mishmi dialect Yeh  
ka (Yeh- name, ka-gap) the gap from where Yeh river originates. Thus Tsang Kang la 
and Yeh ka are same and Yeh ka has been corrupted as Ekka. 
 
This pass was used for barter trade between the Tibetans and indigenous Idu-
Mishmis of the upper Dibang valley, exchange of animal skins and red salt. Idus were 
stealing chicken  from the Tibetan villages. To stop this menace the Tibetan priest 
installed a flag on top of the pass with a curse that any Idu who would cross it will die.  
Capturing villagers for slavery was common for both sides. Once Tibetans tried to 
capture two Idus but they were killed by their victims. Thus the Idus were cursed 
again by the lama. After a few days some Idu-Mishmis died after crossing the pass, 
may be due to cold, snow or lack of clothing on this snow-clad pass. This was 
attributed to the curse and locals stopped using the pass since then, and the barter 
trade stopped and there is no communication between two communities, in the Dri 
and the Zayul valleys. Instead some times the nearby Agui la was used. Till late 
1960s Auchi, Bapa and Alipo villages were seen located close to Agui la, Tsang 
Kang la and Kya la respectively. 
 
As Tsang Kang La is not in use and Aguia La,  little to its north is used as an easy 
approach. However, both the passes are located  on the McMahon Line, an 
international boundary. The Lama’s curse today in only an academic reality.   
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The Forest of Tibet   
(by  F. Kingdon Ward, Himalayan Journal, Vol. 7, page 103) 
 
Kingdon Ward the great naturalist writes about the question that was in our mind all 
along. Why the valleys of Arunachal Pradesh are thickly wooded and even the land 
of Tibet across the pass are equally wooded, unlike the barren Tibet as we know of it. 
He writes that ‘whereas Tibet is known to the world as a barren-wind swept plateau 
and in fact a desert, I am only here concerned with that part of it which is the exact 
opposite. About 1/10 of Tibet far from being a desert, is more or less forested. This 
forested region is not, however, today part of the plateau, consist of bewildering the 
maze of mountains, slashed by deep gorges; and though there is abundant evidence 
to show that most of it anyway once the part of the plateau, glaciers and rivers have 
so much ploughed it up, that it has now lost to any resemblance of a plateau. The 
whole area of Tibet is around 750,000 sq. miles and the forested  region occupies 
75,000 sq. miles, an area as large as Great Britain. Though forest is by no means 
continuous over this large region. “ 
 
The forest region which we may call the river gorge country, comprises the whole of 
southeastern Tibet, embracing the provinces of Pemako, Pom and Zayul with part of 
Kongbo and the Tibetan districts along the great Himalayan range east of Bhutan. He 
narrates the reasons for such a contrast between the Tibet of the west as we know it 
and Tibet of the east. The main reason according to Ward is the fact that only one 
great river, the Indus, pierces the mountain ring at the western end of the Himalaya, 
while five rivers, the Tsangpo, Kameng and Subansiri, in Arunachal Pradesh, with 
Salween and the Mekong further east,  pierce it at the eastern end of the Himalaya. 
Besides these five  the Irawaddy and the Dibang has broad passages and deep 
valleys, which allows the rain bearing winds to follow.  All these rain bearing winds 
from Bay of Bengal cross across to Tibet through these gorges and the deep valleys 
of the Dibang. 
 
 The forested areas of Tibet lie towards the south of the main plateau. Hence before 
the plateau rises to the barrenness,  thick forest, almost as thick as Arunachal 
Pradesh exists in this part of Tibet. In fact someone may claim that this country to the 
southeast is not Tibet at all. It has lost its plateau like appearance and though there is 
evidence that once it may be part of the plateau. And ethnically too, it is not for the 
most part inhabited by the true Tibetan race. It differs from the main plateau in a 
degree that the rivers are cut deeper, they are wider troughs and mountains are 
sharper by contrast with the other gorges. The forested slopes contrast strangely with 
bare mountains of the plateau.  However, forest or a plateau politically is a part of 
Tibet and now a part of China.  
 
Other interesting aspect Kingdon Ward has written about the difference in 
vegetations in the same valley. In the lower valleys it starts as an Indo-Malayan 
jungle and as we grow up towards the passes to Tibet huge pines and various other 
rhododendrons and conifer forests is available. Thus each valley in Arunachal 
Pradesh specially the Dibang is a complete store house or a dictionary,  a delight for 
a botanist. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Travel route from Dibrugarh to the Dibang Valley. 

    
No. Place Kms. Hours 
 
 Travel on 8th November-Dibrugarh to Roing total 176 Km   
    
1 Dibrugarh-Chhabua 17  
 Panitola 5  
 (Bifurcate fro Din Jan)   
2 Tinsukhia 23    
3 Dum Duma 25    
4 Dhola 35    
5 Saikhowa Ghat (ferry point) 3 2   
6 Crossing the Lohit on ferry  2   
7 Sadiya District and to the main road 3    
8 Kundil Bazar (Gomli) 10    
9 Islampur (Bifurcation for Tezu) 10 2   
10 Chapakhowa 8    
11 Shantipur 15  
 (Entry to Arunachal Pradesh)     
12 Bolung 8    
13 Roing 14 1 
  176      7 hours 
 
   
 Travel on 9th Novemebr-Roing to Hunli 90 km   
    
1 Roing 0    
2 Tiwari gaon 28 1   
3 Mayodiya  Pass (2655 m) 28 2   
4 G.B. Garh 17 2 
5 Hunli  17  
  90 5 hours   
 10th November-Hunli to Anini   
    
1 Riyali 44    
2 Aruduzu (Arzu) 12    
3 Angolin 23    
4 Etalin 10 up to here 5 hours  
5 Palni 10    
6 Eroli 17    
7 Amboli 14    
8 Anini 10  
    
  140 9 hours 
     
 On 13th November travel from Anini to Mipi 38 km  
    
1 Anini 0    
2 Maroli 13    
3 Emroli 6    
4 Brango 13    
5 Mipi 5    
6 Mipi Post 1  
    
  38 2 hrs 
  
 



   
Anini to Dembuine   
    
1 Anini  0    
2 Alinye 15    
3 Dembuine 14  
    
  29 1 hr 
    
 Bifurcate east from Etalin to Maliniye 42 km  
 Treks ahead to Idu Popu and Kya la (Pass)  
    
    
 Return Journey     
 Same return route till Roing 
 
 Roing to Tezu   
1 Roing 0    
2 Bolung 14    
3 Shantipur 8    
4 Chappakhowa 15    
8 Islampur 8    
9 Sonpura 37    
10 Paya 7    
11 Digaru 2    
12 Tezu 17  
    
  108 4 hours 
    
 Off the road from Tezu to Lohitpur 17  
  
 Tezu to Dinjan 
  
1 Tezu 0    
2 Demwe 13    
3 Tongam 2    
4 Parshuram kund 13    
5 Wakro 16    
6 T Junction 5    
7 Kamlung 6    
8 Medo 14    
9 Chowkham 15    
10 Lathao 17    
11 Jengthu 7    
12 Namsai 5    
13 Dirak 14  
 (Nadhing Bridge)   
 End of Arunachal Pradesh  now in  Assam     
14 Kakopather 19    
15 Rupai 12  
 (on main road)     
16 Dum Duma 3    
17 Tinsukhia 25    
18 Dinjan 16  
  
  
  202 8 hrs 
 Totals 
   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Members: 
Area: The Dibang Valley, Eastern Arunachal Pradesh. 
Members: Lt. Gen (retd) R. K. Nanavatty,  Harish Kapadia,  Vijay Kothari,  
Rajendra Wani and Captain Sandeep Dhankar. 
Dates:  7th November to 6th December 2006 
Special thanks to 11 SIKH  LI  and other army formations,  the Indian Air Force and 
its brave pilots. 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Expedition dedicated to memory of: 

 
 

Lieutenant Nawang Kapadia 
15 December  1975 – 11  November  2000 

 
Lt Nawang Kapadia, who was commissioned in the Fourth Battalion the Third Gorkha Rifles, 
died while gallantly fighting Pakistan based in Kupwara district of Srinagar on 11th Nov 2000. 
 
 The happiest day in twenty four year old Mumbai-born Nawang’s life  was when he joined 
the Officers’ Training Academy at Chennai.  His parents, well-known mountaineers Harish 
and Geeta, encouraged him to the fullest in spite of the cynical views of others.  It was a 
proud moment indeed at  the Passing Out Parade on 2nd of September 2000 when his family 
and friends saw him receiving his Lieutenant stars on commissioning to the prestigious 
Fourth Battalion The Third  Gorkha Rifles.  After a brief visit home, Nawang proceeded to the 
Regimental Centre at Varanasi from where he joined his Battalion on 29th Oct 2000 .  The 
Battalion was, during this period, continuously involved in operations against foreign 
terrorists who had infiltrated and were in the process of establishing their bases in the 
Kupwara area of Jammu and Kashmir. Nawang was immediately involved in these 
operations where his qualities of heart and mind as well as his abundant courage were a 
beacon to the troops under his command. 
 
On the 11th of Nov the Battalion received information of a large number of terrorists hiding in 
the notorious jungles of Rajwar near Kupwara. Search and destroy operations were 
immediately launched with Nawang leading his own platoon. At approximately 11 am, a large 
hideout was discovered by the Battalion and Nawang’s platoon came under fire from a group 
of eight to ten terrorists in the vicinity. Havaldar Chitra Bahadur got a burst in the stomach 
and fell mortally wounded. At this stage, Nawang instinctively rushed to rescue Chitra 
Bahadur, firing his weapon, under the covering fire of his comrades. A terrorist who was 
hiding in the nearby foliage fired at Nawang. In the crossfire, Nawang got a bullet in the face 
and died, leading his troops in the highest tradition of valour and sacrifice. 
 
Lt Nawang Kapadia’s sacrifice will remain a shining light to inspire future generations. The 
city of Mumbai should be proud of its son who lived his life here and leaves behind a 
sorrowing family and a large circle of friends.  
 
He was cremated with full military honours on Tuesday,  14 November, 2000 in Mumbai in 
presence of large number of family and friends and army officers.  Nawang  lies in peace, 
having chosen a career as he desired and dying for the country, trying to save a life, in best 
traditions of the army.                                                              

www.nawang.com 



 



 


