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THE CHONG KUMDAN EXPEDITION 1989

72, Vijay Apts., 16, Carmichael Road, Bombay 400 026.
Tel: 494 0772 = Gram: WINTERWEAR

W
CHOGAM 1989

SUMMARY

The expedition was organised to the East Karakoram region, east
of Saser la (5395 m). Two of the last two major unexplored glaciers were
visited and different peaks were climbed.

Peaks climbed : ALL FIRST ASCENTS

In Aq Tash Glacier :

1. 'LOKHZUNG' 12 August Muslim Contractor
(6090 m) Pasang Bodh

2. 'CHATHUNG THUNG' 14 August Muslim Contractor
(5645 m) Pasang Bodh
in Chong Kumdan Glacier

3. 'CHOGAM' 14 August Arun Samant
(6250 m) Monesh Devjani

Koylu Ram

4. *'STOS' 15 August Arun Samant
(6005 m) Koylu Ram

5. 'SKYANG' 16 August Monesh Devjani
{5770 m) Yog Raj (Buruwa)

g_hee‘ landmarks :

(A) While attempting peak 6739 m in the Aq Tash glacier, a high point
'KHARA TOWER', c. 6400 m, was reached by Arun Samant and Pasang
Bodh on 7 August.

(B) Two unexplored glaciers, Aq Tash and Chong Kumdan, were visited
and fully photographed. These were the perhaps last unexplored
regions north of Saser la.

(C) Two high cols were reached :

'Col 62' 7 August
(6200 m)

(on Aq Tash, 7016 m, ridge)

'Col 59 14 August
{5900 m)

On Chong Kumdan glacier

Muslim Contractor
Arun Samant
Pasang Bodh
Koylu Ram
Monesh Devjani
Arun Samant
Harish Kapadia
Koylu Ram

(D) Remains of the historic glacier dam at the meeting point of Chong
Kumdan glacier morraine and Shyok river were observed, studied

and photographed.

Period : From 1 July 1989 to 29 August 1989.
Sponsors THE MOUNTAINEERS, Bombay.
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Area : East Karakoram. Sasoma-across Saser la to Saser Brangza.
To north along the Shyok river to Aq Tash and Chong Kumdan
glacier.

Team : Harish Kapadia (Leader), Arun Samant, Muslim Contractor, Monesh

Devjani, Vijay Kothari and Ashwin Popat.

Accompanied by : Pasang Bodh, Koylu Ram, Yog Raj (Buruwa)
and Ram Lal - all from Manali (H.P.)

DETAILED REPORT

We left Bombay on 1st July. The flight from Delhi to Leh could not
land at Leh and we were forced to fly to Srinagar with all the luggage. Vijay
and Muslim suffered out a rough truck ride with the luggage. We all gathered
at Leh on 6th July. Next day riots broke out in Leh and a total curfew was en-
forced. We were unable to start till the 13th, (6 days). Sasoma was reached
the next day. We were held up here as our required 12 mules were not
available till the requirements of about 100 mules of a large expedition ahead
of us were satisfied. We could move only after 6 days, on the 20th.

Approach :

Route climbed up Tulum Puti la (3750 m) and in two days we were
at Changmolung (4795 m). It rained heavily for two days and muleteers
refused to move. At last on the 24th we reached the western base of
Saser la. Night was cloudy. This and the snow-deposit of the last two
days made the route difficult for the mules. After a cursory try muleteers
refused to go ahead and dumped us. For the next two days we had to ferry
loads to the pass in bad snow. Mules from Saser Brangza picked up our
luggage for the downward journey. One day ahead with locally borrowed
mules we were stopped by the Aq Tash nala. Mules could not cross it that
day and could not wait for two days after which the nala was crossable
very easily due to a change in the weather. So Aq Tash snout was our
forced base camp on the 29th July. It was 28 days since we had left
Bombay and 17 days from Leh (instead of usual 6 days !) During the
ensuing days Harish suffered a bout of malaria and went to Chong Tash
Camp with Monesh to recover.
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Aq Tash glacier : (White Stone glacier)

Arun and Muslim started to penetrate this unknown glacier
with porters. In 6 days C1 (5200 m) and C2 (5650 m) were established
and stocked. In face of the inclement weather they did a hard job of
climbing to 'Col 62' between Aq Tash (7016 m) and Peak 6739 m.
Excellent views to the NW of Mamostong Kangri were a great reward.
Aq Tash (7016 m) was too steep and sharp and not studied by us
before. So they proceeded to try Pk. 6739 m to the east of the Col.
Arun and Pasang reached 'Khara Tower' c. 6400 m (Black Tower) on
7 August 1989. They returned to the base camp on 9 August to be
joined by Monesh and Harish, now fully recovered.

Muslim with Pasang decided to continue climbing in and around
Aq Tash glacier for the rest of the time. Others proceeded to the Chong
Kumdan glacier.

(1) 'Lokhzung' (Eagle's Nest) : (6090 m)

On 10th and 11th Muslim and Pasang moved to C1 (5200 m) on the
Aq Tash glacier. Going up 890 m, the peak was climbed on 12
August, in 7 hours. They followed a steep gully above the camp
and followed the left-hand snow-gully. A series of false summits
led to the final climb of about 45° to the top at 2 p.m.

(2) 'Chathung Thung' (Black Neck Cranes) : (5645 m)

On 13th two of them shifted the camp to the adjoining glacier, 2 km
to the South. They climbed the NE ridge of the peak. It had lots

of snow with black rock-pinnacles jutting out like a neck on the
summit. They shifted the camp on the ridge at about 5400 m. After
that they left at 2.30 p.m. and climbed a rocky ridge to the summit.
There were three pinnacles and the last one was the true summit
and it was reached at 4 p.m.

On 15th August, they examined the possibilities of attempting Peak
6225 m in the south.Crevassed glacier and an avalanche-prone
slope warned them off. They moved towards the Chong Kumdan
glacier to meet the other team.

Chong Kumdan glacier : (Big dam glacier)

Harish, Monesh, Arun with three porters left for this historic
glacier. Route along the Shyok river. Arun and Koylu trying to
cut across Thangman glacier had a tough time in' crossing the
ice-pinnacies. We reached the 4 km. long stony plain near the
glacier.

Glacier Dam :

The advancing Chong Kumdan glacier had blocked the flow of
Shyok a number of times in the past. It would form a huge glacier
lake. Whenever the dam busted it causeda giant flood in the Shyok
(river of death) causing destruction and death for many miles lower
down. The last such major flood occured on 16 August 1929. This
dam is recorded in the Himalayan Journal, Vol. 1 (1928), article 1.
We observed the great area of the lake, remains of the devastation
caused and even the water-level marks on the nearby fragile slopes.
Observations and photographs should be useful to geographers
as no other record is available in the recent mountaineering
literature. The route is negotiable up to the dam even in the
summer. Beyond the dam it is open only in the winter.




(3) 'CHOGAM' ( Box of holy scriptures ) : (6250 m)

An ABC was established on the left morraine at 5040 m, below

the peak 'Skyang'. In the available balance time we could examine
or try only the eastern and southern aspects of the peak Chong
Kumdan I, (7071 m). We established a camp up the side glacier in
NW, at 5540 m. On 14 Augustfour of us reached 'Col 59' by 8 a.m.
Great view of Chong Kumdan |, was enchanting and threatening,
Harish, nursing a recent fracture, had to drop out here. Arun,
Monesh and Koylu climbed to the summit in 3} hrs. Climb was on
firm steep snow. Finally a rock-pinnacle of about 30 ft. made up
the summit.

(4) 'Stos' ( lIbex which gives pashmina wool) : (6005 m)

Arun and Koylu climbed this peak to the east of C.K.l. (7071 m)
on 15 August. From the high camp they traversed under the
slopes of 'Chogam'. In 3 hours they were on the summit.

{5) 'Skyang' (Wild horse) : (5770 m)

We had the last one day left. Monesh and Yog Raj (Buruwa) burst
into energetic activity and climbed this peak straight from ABC

at 5040 m. They went up the SE slopes to the final rock pinnacles
in three hours. It was a good way to celebrate the bursting of
the dam 60 years ago to the date !

Return :

Luckily our mules arrived on time on the 19 August and we had a
quick passage back to Sasoma (22nd) and to Leh on 23rd August.
We returned to Bombay 29th August 1989.

Ecology / Weather :

The area east of Saser la is absolutely barren and as there were no
visitors to these glaciers before us, no garbage was found or left
by us. Weather in July was atrocious with rain and clouds.
August was better but colder.

Bombay : Harish Kapadia
31st August 1989. Leader.
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Maj Gen RV Kulkarni, UYSM, AVSM

Colonel of The Garhwal Rifles and Garhwal Scouts
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Chris Bonington CBE
Badger Hill, Hesket Newmarket, Wigton, Cumbria CA7 8LA Tel 069398 286 Fax No. 06998 238

Mr. Harish Kapadia,
72 Vijay Apts.,

16 Carmichael Road,
Bombay 400 026,
INDIA

19th September, 1989

Dear Harish,

Thank you so much for sending a copy of the report from your Chong Kumdan Expedition. It
sounds as if it was a fascinating experience. You certainly achieved a great deal and, even more
important, had some very interesting exploration. This is the kind of trip I'm becoming more and
more attracted to.

Anyway my warm congratulations and | do hope | shall be getting out to India in the not-too-distant
future and meeting up with you again.

Warm good wishes to Geeta.
Best wishes,

Yours,

/
/7
[

\ / .
Nt Y

Chris Bopinaton
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7810/Gen/RVK

MAJ GEN R V KULKARNI, UYSM, AVSM
COLONEL OF THE GARHWAL RIFLES AND GARHWAL SCOUTS

Additional Director Gensral
Perspective Planning
General Staff Brarch

Army Headquarters

DHQ PO New D=z2lhi -110011

5 Aapr 89

’))\':j alear Hawiah

1l Please refer

2% I had writ
GOZ 28 Inf Div

to your letter dated 07 Mar 89.

ten to Maj Gen VR Raghavan, AVSM, the present
regarding various points you had mentioned

in your asbove letter, I am indicating feasibility or otherwise
in respect of some of the specific issues:-

{a) Pz Lty'lpatlon of personnel of Ladakh Scouts. Sinc

this ma

7 require clearance fram

e
Army Meadgquarters, I suggest

do not plan to include any personnel from Ladakh Scouts
in your teame.

(b) Provi:

sioning of Transporte Maj Gen VR 7aghazan, AV SM

has kindly

and Local Poniese These would

(d) Liaison Cfficerse.

Suitable Liaison officer would ke

available who can advise you on the local terrain, su_zdj
of maps and general preparations. Normally Liaison

of ficer is
to provide
formatione
expedition

Getailed with the expeditionswith a view
a link for interaction with the local Army
He; however, will not be accampanying the

beyond

Setse As I had mentioned to you, it may not be

e
&
o

-,

) Radio
o 1’2

¥
Qss1iio

e~

(f) IA—JE?

planning your climb cn

=nt i
to provide Radio Sets from Arny.

You may be ab

(g) Visit by meon participating members to Khardungla/
Pangong ~Ls0 travel :long Leh Manali Road. This will

require clearance by the Deputy Commissicner Leh and will

be contingent to the instructions prevailing at that time.

(h) I would suggest you to interact with M2@j Gen VR Raghavan,
AVSM, GOZ 28 Inf Div for further details, coordination and
supporte.

/U'{ f/\ [t’wi’ @ u,,:)( ’Cu’) oo A'Q/"

<:57%51 7&%&;0 25 - §>

Shri Harish Kapadia
72, Vijay Apts PINZAN :
oo™ R a“ ) i / > _ :/\
16 Carmichael Road ¢ A ook e e Lep 3 ;{w
Bomb ay = 400 ~ ) ' Foy
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Maj Gen VR Raghavan, AVSM
GOC

28 Inf Div

C/0 56 APO




I AR YR A Fahit, 4 416 Ud UH, T &1 04 U
Maj Gen RV Kulkarni, UYSM, AVSM
Colonel of The Garhwal Rifles and Garhwal Scouts

rer ivVe . L4¢

Canm Staf ranct

Genera 20dL oL aliC ]

Army Headquarters

™I -~ 2 y ™ T IS Watar

DHAQ PO New Delhi 110011
N A — ¢ A a0

.)g Mall o3

k
»
L




[7d mavd ' €9

i WW forr goer ltsr, ood prom gt ,
% ”‘?%&;M Cekig N lLdakd Tlo odd e |
M ﬂ M%%,\%iwﬁ

- = . / /Z—La“&
CSlimadol G Kl e /J,W“f&fof v \
ﬂ\-ﬂ? hod. hoted & “’-“ /)W“’“//(mk.m/a%
7 Ko [WUZ@WWDW(;Z oy

Lans (elip Gendion.

R Sl (,O/bt’?—/ pm% (f I‘W,gM'Lm%‘ Ls %
\M&M%fw/%,wé[w%% |
ey IMM%/OM/W%QW/MIW&&LM |
:mw”%wy‘{%mw- |
lask e | spoie o Sore | ha bod (prek Euvak) Aevite b how o |
Jea, o] to el recones), and By« hovar | Tong o, |
BW%_T;«;O mﬁuwaém ;fqﬂlwa&m?mi%
wone ah— bro orcesai. WWP,%”/MMIM
) ‘ L © , 5’%&% :
Apssndy, e cotlge Loty o from oot Lot ly GO AC T
stilelod o Ll potafs oo  od woe caily o Sqg od ot o |
*‘lxiﬂ QI\M%M%MMWW&WW(’LK?
) - : " . gleme !
%o ,,,)W%M(Wf/%)
iu)(wwm\}w~



/
4
4
¢
4
4
4
%

N
Par avion o "

\ EL A \
2 i 7 iy ol ~
N ey HM(SZ\ Kavbw((a,
\ 72 VITAY APARTmMeyT, ~
: /6  CARMICHAEL RoRl . ‘
!\ &b BombaY 4co oz¢ * .
%\ Royal Mail INDIA '
Aerogramme e L ‘

y 4

\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

Name and address of sender

D.WiLkiuson
69 BooTws FARM Road,
CRERT BARP
BIRMING HAM

Postcode B[FZ LN e
V'S

An aerogramme should not contain any enclosure -

Lsn— .

e

Ay A

To open slit here slit here

o — e e~ e - — — g —— ez ——— . — oy ocanam




By Al

g&q1
NoDte Gen/ITBP/HSP/Pers/89-
wita fasaa Har gfaa
INDO-TIBETAN BORDER POLICE

(T8 #arAT)
HUKAM SINGH - el IS
ADDL DY INSPECTOR GENERAL (OPS) [ P
T 5IHIT

Government of India

?f%' f‘a(.:;;” “venae

New Delhi...| & 21 §
My dearifKapadia,

I am pleased to receive your letter of 9th Instt. I also
received your earlier two letters but could not reply being
away in the mountains on duty. Inability is very much regre-
tted.

2 It is well heartening to note that your expedition to
Chong Kumdan, eastern Karakoram is in the advance stage of

being launched. I am supplying you the information alongwith
certain suggestions :-

(a) Name of ITBP commander at Leh -

Shri B.C. Khulbe, Commandant,
III Bn, ITB Police,
C/o 56 APO.

I shall write to him seperately requesting him to extend
all -possible help to your team.

) Meanings of certain Ladakhi words will be sent to you
very shortly after I am able to obtain necessary information
from the knowledgeable Ladakhi gentlemen.

(c) Administrative information is appended below as desired :-

(1) Rate for mule/pony per day - Rs.200/- approx.

(ii) Load carried by each mule/pony - 70 Kg approx.

(iii) Name of contractor/muleteer belng ascertained and will
be intimated.

(iv) Suggested hotel at Leh -(a) Llngjee Rs.350/- for
one room (two bed), approx. (lodging only)

(b) Hotel Ibex. Rs.250/- per two bed room per day
approx. (lodging only)

(v) Rate for truck from Leh to Sasoma -Rs.8,000/- approx.

(vi) Rate for jeep - Rs.4,000/- approx.

(vii) We purchased only ration for porters at Leh. Contne-
lled food items such as rice, atta, sugar etc. were
purchased from Government (FCI) shop by obtaining
permit from DC/DSO (Distt Supply Officer),-&n.

(viii) Availability of Kerosene oil. We also purchased Kero-
sene oil at Leh at government rate by obtaining per-
mission from DC/DSO.

(ix) Contracts at Leh for transport, ration, mules etc.,
Shri BC Khulbe, Comdt ITBP can render necessa-ry help.




SUGGESTIONS.

(a) Accomodation for stay at Leh - If;éantact the Tourist

Officer Govt guest house, Leh, would be much better
and also cheaper.

(b) You may write letter to Maj Gen Raghavan, GOC, 28 Inf

Div,C/o 56 APO., AND Maj Gen RV Kulkarni and try to
obtain army transport for journey from Leh to road

Private tr-ansport will
be very expensive and unreliable.

head and back free of cost.

(c) Porters. Do not depend on local Ladakhi porters of
Nubra valley. Try to enrol required number of Nepali

porters at Leh with the permission of DC, Leh and take

them along to help your expedition for the whole du-
ration. If you take porters and release them after

reaching base camp, then it would not be possible to
get them back at the time of return journey.

With warm regards

Q
\ i o )
e ») Ly :ﬁ}/ f\};,"\(f g /Lu \‘(L\ i

)

Shri Harish Kapadia,
Leader, CHOGAM-1989,
72, Vijay Apts,
16, Carmichael Road,
Bombay 400 026.
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Yours sincerely,

o

(ﬁ;kam Singh)
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01 S Choudhry 28 ATl TeqT
Col GS

T 56 T W M
Headquarters

28 Infantry Division
C/o 56 APO

2134/GT // May 89

"'-,/ gm 4/\ é ,/"(."séi?ﬁccé(q
{

1. I am replying to your letter of 02 May 89 addressed to
General Raghavan.

2. We have not yet received the security clearance from Army
Headquarters regarding your expedition. The security clearance
is a mandatory requirement in this area.

3 Regarding your other queries-ouranswersare given hereunder :-

(a) Transport. Suitable vehicular transport will be

provided To your team from Leh to Sasoma on 9th July and on
termination of your expedition. In addition we shall deinduct
the two trekkers and the doctor on 24th July ex Sasoma.

(b) An officer from Ladakh Scouts will meet you, possibly
at Leh to generally briaf you. He may not however be able
to accompany you, unless such instriuctions are received
from Army Headquarters. Z wu <ot o wide Saaucc .

{¢) 15 ?onies/mu1es on hire will be arranged for you from
11th July ie after your arrival at Sasoma, The daily hire
rates for the animals are approximately Rs.30-35/- per day.

(d) It will not be possible to detail two climbers/helpers
from Ladakh Scouts to accompany you. You would be advised

to hire the help of locals, who can be selected by us to

Ee}p you. En route if any camps of the Army exist they would
elp you.

(e) No radio (Walkie-talkie) sets can be provided. You can
procure these prior to your depature from the trade,

(f) Regarding photography, the officer briefing you will
indicate the restrictions. Generally, however you would be
free to take photographs.




A
28 I feqw
GRT 56 T W 4
Headquarters

28 Infantry Division
- C/o 56 APO

(g) We should be able to Erovide you with the maps (unmarked)
which may assist you in the expedition.

Lok, wtuun  a / |
i ; KA cuee by Jorns,
7 V ] |
S g |
KAt

Shri Harish Kapadia | - |
The Chong Kumdan Expedition 1989 |
72, Vijay Apts. 16, Carmichael Road
Bombay - 400 026

Copy to :-

HQ 102 Inf Bde - A photacopy of the letter received from
Mr Harish Kapadia is enclosed for your info.
The szcurity clearance when received will be
intimazed to you.

HQ KK Wing - A photocopy of the letter is also encl for

Ladakh Scouts your info. You are requested to provide

the following to the expedition team when
they arrive at Sasoma :-

(a) Hut/Tented accomodation.

(b) Help and guidance in general.

(c) An officer to meet the team on arrival
a at Leh and brief them about tarmin and other
allied mountaineering problems. The officer
should have had mountaineering experience
himself. He may accompany them upto Sasoma.

(d) Help in hiring of ponies/yaks.
(e) Help in hiring of local guides.

Internal
Q Branch - 1. Kindly arrange for transport for following:-
Date No of
Personnel

(a) Leh to Sasoma 09 July Eight
(b) Sasoma to Leh 24 July Three

(c) Sasoma to Leh 18 Aug Five




HoUTeTH

28 TG 3@
GRT 56 T @ o
Headquarters

- B = 28 Infantry Division
C/o 56 APO

2, In addition to providing transport for

the personnel a veh to carry their equipment

may also be arranged. Necessary indeminity

bonds etc may be completed prior to their departire.
This has the concurrence of the GOC.




ey 102 Yo e
Headquarters 102 Infantry Brigade
gRrs6 g r 3

Cho56 APO

Loo/7/GS R4 lay 839

Dca.m-M‘»ka.{oa.d.wv

1e I thank you for sending us a copy of the

Himalayan Cluo Newsletter,

2 HQ 28 Inf Div 1s responsible for coor
all assistance to expeditions i i

Your letter dt 02 May 39 regardi
recuired by the Chong Kumdan expeditior
forwarded to lell

whatever assist

wWill De

(@]
-
v

An on recelving tnelir
directions,

e 1 apologise for this delay in replying to your

A
1 Ly, ™y O ~ne = o I ol P,
144 é/ ,.ur'l‘ 3\/‘ LJ\\«{ tnlerl rather




Fernytowers 17th November, 1938

Dear Harish,

I have just received your letter of 9th November. I am sorry to
hear that you have been ill - but it serves you right for
working too hard. I feel a bit the same - I need another
expedition to rest.

3ook Club - I will try to sort something out, when I have time.

My book is finished - at least the basic text is finished - I
rushed it out in seven weeks, while my toes were up in the air,
But there is still quite a lot of work to do on mans and
pictures and, no doubt, endless battles with my mean penny-
pinching publishers. (They would print it on toilet paper,
given half the chance). And they don't know how to seoll things
- couldn't sell an ice cream.

Like you, I have been busy with articles, always disappointed
by cretinous editors (Maggie Body is the exception). Between
you and me, Mountain is clueless - they have a piece coming out

on Everest, full of Robert Anderson's ambiguities and
inaccuracies. Robert is a great bloke but he is pretty wvague
about details and Bernard Newman never checks anything. I have
been writing things for World magazine and the new English
Geographical, and they are edited by some young girl who
wouldn't know a serac from a mud flat. T think she should be
sent over to Bombay for training. Incidentally, it was great
seeing Soli and Maheru. But a shame it was so short. Also a
shame that Soli hardly gives Maheru a chance to speak - typical
husband. Rishad sent a photo of us together at the Alpine Club.

I do have good black and white photos for HJ and Newsletter,
but please give me a little time to get prints made. I will
alsotry to write something. What is the deadlinz?

Chong Kumdan. What dates are you going? If we were free to
come, and IMF gave permission, would you consider having three
or four Brits along? Or does it cause too much hassle? It is
probably too late, but if there is any chance, please ring me
urgently, or send telegram.

I am finding lecturing fun but hard work. I really find it
quite tiring getting wound up each time to relive the
experience and it is surprising how much nervous energy it uses
(often followed by a long late-night drive). So far I have done
nineteen and I have another twenty four booked up to March. the
ultimate nightmare finally occurred in Yorkshire last week ...
I turned up without my slides. Luckily Roger Mear was there
with his slides of the K2 winter expedition - what unmitigated
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TR TRA AR A Foohol, T3 v w0 vaen

TR HBET FAHRT
Major General RV Kulkarni,UYSM,AV SM

General Officer Commanding
pSS IR
28 TR P
T 56 THT W

Headquarters
28 Infantry Division
C/lo 56 APO

7810/RVK/Pers ;% Dec 88

le I have in front of me, your two letters dated
07 Nov, one of 21 Nov and card of 0l Dec. I am sorry
for this delay in responding as also, trying to
tackle them 'in masse'. I hope, you appreciate the
problem at my end,

P I am likely to be transferred to Delhi by the

end of Dec -~ early Jan. Once there, I will pursue your
case for sanction for Cheng Kumdan Expedition.

Should not be a problem., However, the route over
Saserla, may NOT oven up before end June. So, »lan
accordingly. This year, we scaled Mamstong Kangri

in the area, for which neither the surface approach,
nor the ascent posed too much of a problem, except

of course the dmpredictable weather,

3. The route Saser La - Saser Brangza - gnout of the
Chong Kumdan Glacier should be possible to be
traversed without much difficulty. However, till now,
NO expedition has been cleared to cross Saser La, for
security reasons. I will have to see to this aspect.

As you know, approaching Saser Brangza up stream along
the Shyok River is NOT possible after the month of May.

4. Although, I may NOT be here in Ladakh during the
period, I am very certain, my suc:essor here (Name NOT
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Major General RV Kulkarni,UY SM,AV SM

General Officer Commanding
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28 T2 Tedio
TIRT 56 TYT WY
Headquarters

28 Infantry Division
C/lo56 APO

firm yet) as also, Brig Rustom Nanavatty, the Brigade
Commander in the Nubra Valley, and the Ladakh Scouts

in the area will NOT only extend all the help, but |
it would be possible to offer =xpert guidance. Last year
we undertook training some of the youngsters from

Nubra Valley as Guides at the various Institutes and the
expaditions in the Eastern Karakorams. You mayn

even like to incorporate some of the Ladakh Scout boys

in your team. That can be arranged.

54 I will attend to other aspects of the area, you
have asked for, and discuss with you when we meet next.

5 As regards, your alternate plans of climbing
Teram Kangri/Apsarasas, it should also not pose much
problem during Jun-Jul 89, More when we meet.

Mr Harish Kapadia
Hon Assistant Zditor
Himalayan Journal
72, Vijay Apartments
16, Carmichael Road
Bombay - 400 026
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AT AT AT A FAT, T Q9 @7, T Freg ow  afesga Nqar T wgrRaEg
aq¥ ngifagas afegsa qrsar atics e ae
Maj Gen RV Kulkarni, UYSM, AVSM

Additional Director General of
Perspective Planning

AT gearAy
3 U 3 TIF 9, 7% fIedl-220022

Additional Directorate General of
Perspective Planning

General Staff Branch

Army Headquarters

DHQ PO, New Delhi-110011

7810/RVK/5 ¢ Jun 89

’)r'\:‘/ Hean Hansh |

g Just received your letter dated 05 Jun 89, I have
verified from Army Headquarters, as also those responsible
@t Udhampur, They confirm that clearance has been
conveyed to 28 Infantry Division., I donot think you

need to worry on this account,

2e Am glad everything else has been tied up. Do keep
me informed of the progress of the expedition.

/Lb'fA Love g diteh Boowshis ~0 {7

7 e ool

Mr Harish Kapadia

Leader

The Chong Kumdan Expedition 1989

72, Vijay Apts., 16, Carmichael Road
Bombay=400 026
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Indian Mountaineering Foundation

f%% %u'n 14-A Friends Colony (West)

PRESIDENT New Delhi-110 065
/22323R30 (Res.)

bated 26.,11.88

,;)

" } ‘ A
=T oy /;_4:11‘\.&, SN
This is with reference to your letter
of Oct. 24, #egarding the expedition to
Tibet,Imay be able to revert to your proposal

after some weeks.,

On Chong Kumdan I have already written

to you in my letter no. 48(IE)-IMF=-89 dated

22,11.88,
)ﬁz//zu*/ 4“/m’ T/(ff/iﬁ

/%é;/((/ Ey At;ln)

Shri Harish Kapadia,
72, vVijay Apartment,
16, Carmichael Road,
Bombay-400026.,




Indian Mountaineering Foundation

9’/? .%m 14-A Friends Colony (West)

PRESIDENT New Delhi-110 065

. 6833530 (Res.)

e

ted the 22Qd Nove. 1988

Da

/LC{QA'/ta,ﬁqﬂﬁ%hx,
Tiiank you for your two letters daated 7.11.1988,
regarding booking of Peak Chong Kumdan I (7,071lm) during
June-aAugust 1988.
!5 2, I have gone through your proposal, and notice that
Peak Chong Kumdan I (7,071lm) is not reflected in the list
of Peaks approved for climbing in Eastern Karakoram by the
Government. I have, therefore, reguested them to consider
granting permission to climb this pPeak by a purely Indian
Expedition. On hearing from them, I will write to you.
3. As regards Indo-New ZealanCc Joint Himalayan Traverse
Expedition during February-October 19381, the Joint Expedition
was approved for traverse of Himalaya from Sikkim to Leh and
the New Zealand part of this Joint Expedition was not allowed
to go to Eastern Karakoram, The Inuian part of the Expedition
5 wiilh three mempers went to Nubra Valley - Sasar La and

Karakoram Fass. This is for your information,

ﬂ 7~ 74

~N——e o [/
%kJ/LJ%)/éﬁ/
b

e— //\\
é/ Ly e e 7

=5 (H.C. Sarin)

Shri Harish Kapadia,
72, Vijay Apartment,
16, Carmichael Road,
Bomoa

400026,
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Appx ‘At
This was my First impression aftar discovery of the stone
memoeial , which I yrote the same eavening at the DBO post, sitting
close to a bukhari (heating stove). Later I sharead my discovery
with mores learned psople and uwas guided to many referances and
libraries, I was able to learn about all names except ons on

this stone memorial,

The top line '4 NETHERLANUS KARAKUARAM EXPEOITION® implias

that this‘uas the 4th expedition lzad by the fPamous Dutch

-explover Or PC Vissar to the Karakorams, His esarlisr ones yere

in 1922, 1925 and 1929-3Q,

Starting from the left and reading anticlockyise, the first
names is that of 'OR PC VISSER' yho was the Dutch Leadar, He uwas
also the Dutch Counssl General in India in 1933, The next name
should read as ' J VISSER HUOFT', She yas the official botonist
to all the Outch axpaditions lsed by Or Visser, besides being his
wife and constant travelling companion, Her full name was Janny
Visser Hooft., She died in Sep 1939, Next name is that of ‘DR R
WYASS' uho was the official surveyor with this expedition, Naxt
name 'FA PETZR' is not yet clear to me. 'KHAN AFRAZ. GHUL! is
the name of another great pérson and surveyor, Afraz Ghul had

accompaniad Or Visser in his sarlier expeditions as on official
surveyor, In rscognition of his maritorious services in connoc-
tion with exploratory surveys he was conferced the title of Khan
Sahib in 1922, Hz rstired in Jul 1933, It spsaks volumes for
this person uho accompanied Or Visser in 1935, after his retira-
mant, The Jlast name "MAKRAM' should read as M Akram or Muhhamad

Akram who was also the official surveyor with this expedition,
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HIMALAYAN ASSOCIATION OF JAPAN

Tl &S 2SR EX &R E 18 > E 6 YODOBASHISHOKURYO BLD 3-23-1
& 5 fa ‘ TAKADANOBABA SHINJUKUKU TOKYO JAPAN
S fe L

; £ & = 3 PHONE 3-367-8521 ABLE : HIMALAYALP

28th February, 1989.

Shri Harish Kapadia.
Hon. Assistant Editor
Himalayan Journal

72, Vijay Apartments,
16, Carmichael Road,
BOMBAY 400026, INDIA.

Dear Shri Kapadia,

Thank you for your letter and a copy of a slide of Rimo South Face.

I received three copys each of Himalayan Journals Vols 42 and 43. I asked you
about back number of Himalayan Journals Vols 40, 41, 42, 43 and 44 by my first
letter. Are there not Vols 40, 41 and 44 ? If there are its back numbers, would
you please send me by sea mail. And would you please tell me how to payment
and price.

I enclose herewith a copy of a data of weather of Mamostong Kangri Expedition in
1984, and a copy of how to use a Altitude Meter for use the instrument as a
"Weather Barometer”. If you will measure the barometric pressure every-day,
you will predicting weather about next day from fluctuations of the barometric. I
think that direction of wind is become to the Southerly wind, after inclement
weather have come at Mamostong Kangri area.

I will hope your expedition succeed.

With warm regards.

Yours sincerely,

Editor of HIMALAYA.

The Himalayan Association of Japan. (HAJ)

506 Yodobashishokuryo Bld., 3-23-1, Takadanobaba,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo, JAPAN.
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ISSUES

Siachen

e L W e R i

The snow-capped Mamostong Kangri, “mountain of thousand devils,” to the southeast of Siachen.

Why de India and
Pakistan slog it out on the
bleak an< inhospitable
Siachen glacier? The
principal reason is
prestige — for Pakistan, it
arises froim its desire to
acquire Kashmir, and for
india from the desire to
resist it.

'THE State of Jammu and Kashmir
has been the cause of conflict bet-
ween India and Pakistan twice since In-
dependence in 1947 it flared up as the

re<. = of z = >~ by the newly crez‘=d
2 well docume—== 1z
& n Tz ‘aiders trainez . ™=

army to compe! Kashmir to join it The
Pakistanis occupied large parts of the
State but did not get the prize —
Sriragar and the Kashmir velley They
tried again in 1965, sending in this time
their own forces disguised as raiders
When the hoped-for “uprising” did not
occur, a military thrust followed

. The Kashmir area figured only mar-
gmelly in the 1971 Bangladesh opera-
tions But since 1984, in the remote nor-
thern corner of the State. in an area of
the eastern Karakorams, a small war
has been going on

The history of the war over Siachen
1s intertwined with the Kashmir issue
The first war ended on January 1-2,
1949 with the two sides kept apart by a
UN-mediated ceasefire line that ran
from Chamb to a point defined as
NJ9842, north of the Nubra rive: This
line was closely detailed and both
sides exchanged initialled copies But
beyond NJ9842 the line was said to go
“northwards joining the glaciers™ The

obvious implication was that it led
along the Saltoro range on whose
south-western slop=s lay NJ9842

The Simla Agreement of 1972 saw
the modification of the 1949 ceasefire
line into a Line of Actua! Control (LAC),
essentially a mutual ratification of the
gains made by both sides in the Jammu
and Kashmir area. Pakistan got a part
of Chamb its forces had captured from
India and India gained certain areas in
Ladakh it had wrested from the Pakis-
tanis. Remarkably, however, the LAC
was silent on the line beyond NJ8842
which was retained as its northern term-
inal in the maps initialled and exchang-
ed by the two sides

This lacuna is the cause of the Siach-
en conflict. Pakistan was aware that the
ling that divided Indian Kashmir and the
Pakistan-occupied part of it had a
loophole But the immediate post-1972
Pakistani leaders were nct adventuri-
sts Tney thought that they could establ-
ish a ciaim to the area through "custom

18
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Do
here are few regions on our globe comparable in size with the Tibetan
“Plateau” (Chang-thang), which are still geologically a ferra wncognita to
the same extent as this huge, desolate desert highland. During the second
half of the last century the von SCHLAGINTWEIT brothers, LyDEKKER, members of

the ForsvTr FExpeditions, and DRew gave the first accurate information on those
parts adjoining the Karakoram trade routes, and revealed the great development
ﬂ marine Mesozoic formations within the area. The southern border of the plateau
Was touched by HaypeN's reconnaissance survey of southern Tibet in 1903 and
and its northern border by the Russian Tibet Expedition under the leader-
Evrsov 188g—go. But our knowledge zbout the geology of the rest and by
greater part of the Chang-thang is largely the result of one man’s work.
his e )edmo:u in the years 1894—97, 1899——190 , and 1906———08 Hepix

' iﬁtcreqing and valuable material has been described and classified by Ask-
UND ( 922). BicksTrOM (1900, 1907), HENNIG (1916), and JomHaNssox (1 go7).
he author’s study of HEDIN's collections and field diaries in connexion with the
preparation o* this report has convinced him that much additional information
ahout the geology of this vast region is still to be gained by HEpIN's material in
the light of recent researches in the border areas.
A new Era in the exploration of this region began with the reconnaissances of
Karakoram and the western Chang-thang by the trained geologists of the Ita-
“llan expeditions under the leadership of DE FiLipP1 in 1913—14 and 1930, the
Dutch expeditions under P. VISSER in 1922, 1925, 1929—30, and 1035, the German
iitions under E. TRINKLER 1927—28 and DE TErrA 1032, an’ the British ex-
=. SHIPTON In 1937.
of the difficulty of obtaining permission to
i these expeditions has been, with few except
n—Tibetan frontier, a great drawback beca
1ie disturbances to which the strata have been su-ujected here a
ing end of the plateau. ‘
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: are reduced to low ridges and are largely covered with Quaternary lacustrine
and alluvial deposits. '
ng-lung—>Mawang-kangri Range isa broad, longitudi-
rge horst-like, heaved blocks of mainly Paleozoic strata with phaco-
rusions uf granites. Here, the Mesozoic sequence of strata has been re-
lation but for remains locally preserved in fault troughs.
The Loqzung Mountains
" o VIssER (1633, I, p. 102) distinguishes in the Aghil Mountair System, between
the longitwlinal course of the Yarkand-darva (Zarafshan) and the upper Shaks-
gam Valley, three main divisions, ©iz. 1) the Red Aghil Range (in Turky “Qizil
. Aghil”), 2) the Aghil Main Range, and 3) the Shaksgam Aghil Range.
The crest zone of }*c Qizil-aghil passes, according to observations of Woob, Ma-
| SoN, Visser, and DeE TERRA, over Bazar-dara on the Yarkand-darya in a south-

casterly direction south of Darwaz-sarigh-ot and beyond, to find its continuation in
the Western Loqzung Mountains, It forms, within the area of the general map, the

crowded ranges between the upper Yarkand-darya and the Aq-tagh—Ku ifelang Val-
‘ ley, as well as the more open mountain land, which forms its extension into and

south of the Aq-tagh Plain. To the Qizil-aghil belongs also the southern part of the
Qara-tagh Iighland where Tibetan topography with its characteristic block struc-
ture and broad irregular valley flats begins to develop, as is beautifully reproduc-
ed on Krax ArFraz Gur KHaN's excellent map ( VISSER 1033, [, Sheet I). Still
farther south-cast, on the other side of the Qara-qash, this mountain zone becomes
broad, of high, sharp, parallel ridges with jagged crests, which often reach
above 6,000 m., enclosed between the plain of L n{/hx -thang and the notably lower
K’vm—‘mvl Pl;‘m s. Broad plateaus of Upper Cretaceous strata with low dip towards
N. I locally fringe the range along its northern slope . 11, Fig. 2).

more narrow and is represented by the Western Loqzung Mountains, a zone 10—135
i

7

.\?‘n:»alf long. 797 43°, the mountains dwindle into hills an d 1solated low ridges,
which extend with cast-south-easterly strike separating the Lin ngzhi-thang from
umtsi-ling Plain. Here, the Western Loqzung Mountains terminate ab
against the large Paleozoic mountain block of Mawang-kangri, the huge f{rontier

‘ of which rizes on the opposite side of the Sumtsi-ling with north-easterly trend.
North ot S1ri;"n-_vilganing—k(ll an easterly branch diverges from the Western
Loqzung Mountains and, rapidly inereasiny in magnitude, extends without a break
150 km. eastward to about long. 81° 2¢° [t rises above the K'un-lun Plains with a
‘-cp frontier, 800 m. high or more, which runs in an almost straight line in
©. [ts width varies between 15 and 235 km. The southern frontier is very ir-

regular; the range is here dissolved into a complex of large mountain blocks, sepa-

48
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formations are the principal constituents of this range, overlain by Mesozoic Tethys
deposits on its northern as well as on its southern side. The author’s study of the
rock specimens collected by Hepin in the valley of Chang-lung-yogma has revealed
that also sediments of the Horpatso Series, the most characteristic rock formation
in the southern Mawang-kangri, are represented.

If we follow the Changer-char—Chang-chen-mo disturbance from the east to-
wards the west, a significant tectonic feature is apparent. In the east, the folding is

ather slight, the Paleozoic beds rest generally in an undulating position or are even
HC"‘Fﬁ horizontal over considerable areas: .. the west, in the Chang-lung Range, the
Paleozoic formations are intensely folded and largely foliated. There is, thus, a di-
stinct incroa% in the intensity of the folding westward on approaching the huge
mountain knot, towards which the Transhimalaya and the K'un-lun converge as-

S_\'xw;\:«:»tically.
astward takes place rather suddenly,
¢ of the whole mountain system to the

™ 3 e Itercrts of %
The decrease of the intensity of

roughly coincident with the general

out long. 79°. The probability that these interbasinal ranges could be traced

right across the Tibetan Platcau as suggested by BURRARD (1907), HEDIN (1922,

\1 thers, is very slight indeed. Only the most southerly of the Ka-
p < B ¥

himalaya, can be expected to represent a truly regional

ral\ e Transl
feature.

Y(n‘-nqer than the Chang-chen-mo—Changer-char graben is another zone of di-
sturbance with approximately ecast-north-easterly trend, which determines the

nouhe*n frontier of the Mawang-kangri and passes westward over the Lanak-la
into the Chang-chen-mo. To this fracture are confined the known occurrences of hot

1

springs in this region: in the Chang-chen-mo Gorge below Pamsal, at Kyam, and 1.3
km, east of Camp N 708 south of Tashlig-kol. This slightly curved line of dislocation
runs roughly parallel to the large fracture, which determines the northern frontier
of the Chang-lu and the Eastern Logzung Mountains, also here accom-

panied by thermal acti as indicated Dy the hot springs on the northern and

western side of the Yeshil-kol

ThRelation between the Karakoram and the AghilRanges.

{vam, is considered by DE TErrA (1932, D
1 the mainly Lower Paleozoic rocks of the
‘aleozoic and ’\Iecozoic Tethys deposits of
1e Karakoram Mountain System is included by
more or less clenrly defined ranges between
n the one hand and the Indus Valley on the




oe, KASHMIE
: Bunji, Gilgit Agency.

. ; 24 September 1929,
‘o
Dear Major, “
. * Sorry tne photogs were no good; thank you for rcturning
- tnem so promptly. ‘ e r
» . . 2

-I am sending you herewith all tne information I canf raise

“Fl‘ , avout tne Shyok flood near Bunji. I mention the sources of

information and send it to you for what it is worth. I cannot
8 guarantee tne a&curacyr Mr Todd was himself at tne Partabpul
‘ ) _
‘ i on 17 August 1529 from about 6 am to.about 10350 am. He is, I y

-

understand also writing you a report on it, - .

I nope this will be of so:e use to you.

& ..,r-w-o -

Yours sincerely,

= ' oo -

"Aaj " Ai’ﬁm ﬁ: hiass M™M.c. AE
i 2
i A“’M% @ ( 2 } - o ‘/.?&4 ‘(’
ek 7 *
Lo { Cen ..
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D. 0. LETTER No.32 ¢ /
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/Surveyor (enpral's 0ffice,
\ ' 13, %ood Street,
Caleutta, dated //4 september 192 g

Froym

Kajor Kenneth Yason, 4.C. ,R.E.,

) Assistont Surveyor General,
To

The British Resident in Kaghmir,

Srinagar. ‘
!

Dear Sir, ’

aS one who has been interested in biocks caused
by Himulayan glaciers and their consequent floods, may
i ask you to let me have the g2uge readings or the Jhyok
river at ¥halsar, znd of the lndus at Skardu, Pertab ful
and Bunji, and st any other places during the period of
the recent Shyok flood.

I would very wmuch like to show graphically the
rise and fall at each place in the next number of the
Himalayan Journzl. The accounts bthat have appeared in
the press are contradictory.

Your predecessor, ¥Mr. Howell, had intended to
make & study of Shyok flococds for publication in the
Himalayan Journal but wus preventel by ill health from
doing sé. I thersfore guve a briel history of them
myself. If it is not asking too much would you kindly

let me know brief details of the damace done.

Yours faithfully,




1

My dear

22nd of

writing:
some interesting information'on
I have recently been examining
different glaclers in Northern Kashmir
have a paper nearly ready fo;'oubliCGtion by the Geological Survey
on the 'subject.
that the uhong Kumdan is

floods,

& period of safety of 36 years in bet
be one more block and a subsegquent Tl

there will be no danger until about

which causes trouble
this glacier every other year or certainly at

+3
O

¥ajor G.V.B.
The Residency, ; '

l1& W%ood Stree t,

Calecutta, xxxx dated, Y Cctober 1929

{

Gillan,

|

Very many thanks for your rnost 1n'°r65uing letter dated

October, giving me the data of ‘the Shyok floods. I am
ta Gunn for & copy of his report, and I hope to publish
\ these floods in the next Journzl.
the records of travellors for 34
and the Gllgit Agency, and

As far as thu vhyok glaciers are concerned I find
the only one liable to cause disastrous
and that its period of danger lasts for about 8 years with
weent. I expect that there will
£1004 in 1922 or 1933 after whic)
1970,

—
S
s

-~

glacier here

The Shingshal is znother danger spot and the
1 I da irable to watch
E-4

o e s
is the Xhurdopin.

r-; 1 B . 1 ¥ ek Pos PY wrd 1
With best wishes for Znws which v !

Yours sincerely,

Gillan,

Srinagar, Kashmir,




Genl, 11,

NORTH WESTERN RAILWAY

DIVISIONAL OFFICE H STEPHENSON ROAD : RAWALPINDI

FROM—THE DIVISIONAL SUPERINTENDENT.

QuoTE REF. No. 75-%/0 paten / & December 19 29,

To

Major Kenneth Hason, M.C,R.E.,

Superintendent, Survey of India,

23, Flashman's Hotel,

|

Rawalopindi.

Your D.0. No: 5022 dated 3.12.1929.

. > -

Gauge Rezdings.
Dear Sir, '’
I beg to give below the gauge reéadings of the bridges

noted against each.
p Al
It is regretted thst no other information is available
!
in this office record. ’

i

Bridge. 2. 0 . Date
Attock © 927.80 In July 1882,
“' 932.00 On 29.8.1929.
Khushalgarh,' 800.00 " 20.7.1893.
e 801.00 " 30.7.1924.
" | 802.32 : 2771927,
" 816.32 " 29,.8,1929.

, Yours faithfully,

- . § g 8 . ey . G ;
for Divisional Juperintendent
ot y
i Rawalpindai.
9%
A
5 § [n_)) v/
g i
f 0 ] 4 /4
(JuG.12/12)




The Participants,

THE CHONG KUMDAN EXFPEDITION 1989
72,Vijay Apartments,

CHOGAM 1229

CHOGA M |439

16, Carmichael Road,
Bombay- 400 026

We have examined the attached

Account of THE

\-..u\ ;i
Lh

maintained

BOMBAY

June 1989

1)

4)

SR A
. 58 ¢ 90
& oF N d

Balance Sheet and Income & Expenditure

CHONG KUMUDAN =~PEDITION 1989 for the period from

to 29th August 1989 with the books and vouchers as

by them and report that :

We have obtained all the information and
explanation whicn to the best of our knowledge
and belief were necessary for the purpose of

our audit;

The Balance Sheet and Income & Expenditure
Account dealt with by this report are in
agreement with the books of account maintained

by them,

The receipts and disbursement are properly

and correctly shown in the accounts.

In our opinion and to the best of our
information and according to the explanations
given to us the said Balance Sheet and
Income & Expenditure gives a true and fair
view
i) in case of the Balance Sheet of the
?E?FF of affalrs of expedition as at
29%hﬂé;§ﬁﬁf4£k9, and
ii) in case of the Income & Expenditure
Account,the deficit for the period

encded on that cate.

FOR N. D. DAGA & CO,
CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS,




"

i
} THE CHONG KUMDAN EXPENDITION -1989

’ ) &

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 29tn AUGUST 1 989

y
4 LIABILITIES ASSETS
Loan_ from Members
H.E. Kapadia glol Deficit as per Income &
Arun Samant 6170 Expenditure A/c 24,541,00
Mustim Contractor 8170 Grants Receivable 24 ,500.00
Monesh Devjani 8170
Vijay Kothari gl70
Ashwin Popat 8170
49,041,00
»
49,041 —rmc 49,041,00
| AS PER OUR REPORT ATTACHED
' FOR N. D. DAGA & CO,
= CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS, ) o=

A

/ 9/ , ( HARISH B KAPADTA)
‘ /> LEADER

PARTNER

D

BOMBAY @ BOMBAY $
DATED : ¢ \ 29 DATED : 25 SF 19§

1 m y |
i ey m\ ‘ \m:Mw_
/< o
{é ?‘ MRAY, 1@

CHOGAM 1229




AN"EXPEDITION 1989

THE CHONG_KUML. 96
{ INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOJNT FOR THE PERICD
y
ERUM 20=0-027 10 29=8-09
EXPENDITURE INCOME .
To, Transport charges 26,407,00 By Grents Receivable 24,500, 00
3,093, 50 " Members Contribution 30,000, 00

" L"Equﬁ_1c_~,mer;1': charges -

"  Miscellaneous Expenses
"  Porterage charges

| " Food Expenses-

" Travelling Expenses

"  Medical Expenses

‘T Freight Expenses

10. 405 " 5"\/
1 VA
2L s WU

" Deficit carried to

Balance Sheet 24,541,00

79,041,000

AS PER OUR REPORT ATTACHEL
. FOR N.D. DAGA & CO

?,
‘ CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
/
—t, ol Kok

PARTNER,

hﬂ

(BOMBAY:
,( DATED :

BOMBAY

DATED 3 £5

_‘ /{fo)ﬂ%~

( HARISH B KAPADIA)

LEADER

MEMBER

CHOGAM 223




THE CHONG KUMDAN EXPEDITION 1989

72, Vijay Apts., 16, Carmichael Road, Bombay 400 026.
Tel: 494 0772 m Gram: WINTERWEAR

CHOGAM 1989

‘L CHOGAM 1989 :

‘Appetite grows with what it feeds upon’. We ‘The Mountaineers’ having tasted the Eastern Karakoram mountains in
1985 (The Siachen Indo-British Expedition) are returning to climb the high, unknown and unexplored peak of Chong
Kumdan, 7071 m.

Chong Kumdan, is perhaps the last unexplored group of 7000 m peaks in India. It is situated 4t the head of the long

glacier draining into the

ROUTE :

The expedition with all its luggage,
equipment and staff will take 2 weeks to
reach base camp - an achievement in
itself.
Jammu-Srinagar and Leh (the capital of
Ladakh) will take about 6 days in train
and buses. From here the army takes
over. We cross Khardung la, 5486 m.
(the highest motorable road in the world)
to enter the forbidden Nubra valley. Sasoma is the roadhead. Onwards all the luggage will
be loaded on the sturdy mules. Now we travel on the famous and century old ‘The Central
Asia Trade Route’. It climbs up 36 U-bends to Tulum Patti la to Skyangpoche.

Travelling from Bomktay to

THE PLAN :

Our team of experienced mountaineers will
penetrate the unexplored glacier to the
‘Chogam Col’ through a difficult icefall. From
here the northwest ridge of the peak would be
attempted. To’ the south lies Mamostong
Kangri (7516 m) (‘Mountain of the thousand
devils’) and to the north stands our old, friend
Rimao | (7385 m) (‘The Painted Mountain’).

Shyok river. To its west
lies the formidable
Siachen glacier, the
scene of the recent
action between the
Pakistan and Indian
armies. On the east lies
the famous Depsang
Plains.

TREK:
1.

Few members may climb to ‘Col Italia’
going up the Shyok to Gapshan and return
via DBO and Murgo to Saser Brangza.

Few members may trek to Karakoram
Pass via Gapshan, DBO and return via
Murgo to Saser Brangza.

Dates and days will be determined as per the
climbing plans.

¥ The track crosses the most desolate Saser la (5330 m) a pass known for its difficulties

and which remains open only for five
months in a year. On the other side (east)
lie hundreds of skeletons and bones of
mules who perished on this pass. This

trail hence is also known as ‘The Skeleton -

Trail’ for these bones line the route. Base
camp is one day away along the Shyok
river from the base of this pass at Saser
Brangza.

Karakoram Pass

CHONG KUMDAN /)
A’/_,Saser la

Srinagar Leh

AN EXPEDITION BY

Trle MOUNTAINEER

1~

® L J
'—l
BOMBAY
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SCHEDULE (1989) :

1 July 1989

3 July

4-8 July

9-10 July

11 July

12 July

13 July

14 July to 15 August

Return:

16 August

17 August

18 August
19-20 August
21 August
22 August

23 August
24-25 August

Dep: Bombay by train

Arr: Leh

At Leh

Travel to Sasoma

Trek to Skyangpoche

Across Saser la to Saser Brangza
To Chong Kumdan BC

Above BC to attempt the peak.

Return to Saser Brangza
Skyangpoche

Sasoma

Return to Leh

At Leh

Fly to Delhi

At Delhi

Arrival Bombay.

HISTORY :

Though caravans travelled over Karakoram Pass
for many years, no serious mountaineering party
has entered the area in the recent years. The last
known visitors were Dr. Ph. C. Visser in 1935. The
Indo-New Zealand team to Rimo | passed along
the Shyok in 1986.

No humans have set foot on the Chong Kumdan
glacier. A genuine exploration awaits even in these
days of satellites.

CHONG KUMDAN GLACIER :

This long Karakoram glacier had the last natural
damin 1928 which made it historic. This dam broke
in 1929 causing severe Shyok floods which
devastated a large area lower down. Remains of
this dam can still be observed.

To the north along the Shyok lies Gapshan. To its
west lies ‘Col ltalia’, last crossed in 1930 which
leads to the Siachen glacier. To its east is
the famous Karakoram Pass. The trail
from the pass leads back to the south to

4 Saser la via Murgo - the gateway to hell.

1

<o

BUDGET :

Detailed budget is worket out, based
on past experience:

Transport 12,000

Travel and Stay 8,000

Food 16,500

S Porters 19,500

CHONG KUMDAN GLACIER Mules 12,000

i Equipment 8,000

Photography 3,500

PERMISSION : Medicines 4,500

To enter this highly restricted area we have obtained full clearance from Insurance 2,500

Ministry of Defence, Govt. of India. The expedition is approved by the Misc. 3,500
Indian Mountaineering Foundation, New Delhi. The local army units and

Indo-Tibet Border Police posts will be helping the team. An army liaison Total: Rs. 90,000

officer will accompany.

i

T T ——



PLANNING :

1. Equipment Food:

Based on previous experiences a list of equipment and food is prepared. The club has most of the equipment available,
balance will be arranged through different sources. All the necessary food supplies will be carried as no local food is
available. All the items for the high altitude like pre-cooked food and high calorie items will be carried.

2. Medical Cover:

All the necessary stock of medical
supplies will be carried. Members have
formal training to attend to usual medical
problems, observe high-altitude
| difficulties and use the medicines.

A doctor accompanies the team.

3. Photography:

The expedition will record this unknown
o~ area by slides and observation. We have
among us excellent photographers and
equipment to support these plans.

4. Porters: / v : . v ;
The team will be accompanied by four : CHONG KUMDAN I, 7071 m (Y. Ogata)
very experienced high altitude porter : = ' ‘ = l ‘ \

cum climbers from Manali and Kumaon
each. They will support the team in climbing and ferrying and will look after all the low-altitude Iuggage transfers. Till
the base camp and on the return the sturdy Ladakhi mules will be employed.

ABOUT OURSELVES :

‘The Mountaineers’, who sponsors this expedition, is an association of mountaineers to promote and support
advanced mountaineering activities for the experienced climbers. In last 16 years of its existence it has organised
many expeditions which climbed the famous peaks like Devtoli (6788 m), Chiring We (6559 m), Sudarshan Parbat
(6507 m), Bandarpunch West (6102 m) and Parilungbi (6166 m).

| Inthe Eastern Karakoram we had organised a highly successful Indo-British Expedition in 1985. Peak Rimo lil
~~ (7233 m), Sondhi (6480 m) and three other peaks were climbed. Attempt on Rimo | (7385 m) narrowly failed.

The association is very active with members organising and participating in various mountaineering activities in both
the Himalaya and the Sahyadris.

‘The Mountaineers’ is a registered association and is recognised by mountaineering authorities and Government.

CHONG KUMDANTI & II from Terong Valley (Stephen Venables)




THE TEAM : (all indian Nationals)

HARISH KAPADIA : (Leader) Age 43 years e Businessman

Climbed: lkualari (5790), Bethartoii Himal South (6318 m)
(Garhwal), Shiti Dhar (5290° m), (H.P.), Devtoli* (6788 m),
Kalabaland Dhura* (6105 m), Koteshwar II* (5630 m), (Garhwal),
Lagma* (5761 m), Zumto* (c. 5800 m), Tserip* (c. 5980 m), Kawu*
(c. 5910 m), (Spiti), Kalanag (6387 m), Bandarpunch West*
{6102 m), (Garhwal), Parilungbi (6166 m), Runse* (6175 m),
Gyadung* (6160 m), Geling* (c. 6100 m), Lama Kyent* (c. 6040
m), Labrang* (c. 5900 m), (Spiti.)

Basic Course at H.M.I. (1964), Advance Course at N.I.M. (1967).
Extensive high altitude trekking over high passes. Hon. Asst.
Editor: The Himalayan Club. Member: Indian Mountaineering
Foundation, and Chairman: The Mountaineers.

ARUN SAMANT : Age 40 years e Civil
Engineer

Climbed: Rudugaira (5818 m) (Garhwal),
Lagma* (5761 m), (Spiti), Kalanag (6387 m),
Ruinsara (c. 5480 m), Bandarpunch West*
(6102 m) (Garhwal), Sondhi* (6480 m),
Sundbrar* (6300 m), Safina* (5975m)
(Eastern Karakoram), Manirang South (5888
m) (Kinnaur).

Basic Course at N.I.M. (1969). Equipment
Officer: The Himalayan Club.

MUSLIM CONTRACTOR : Age 30 years e Executive

Climbed: Lagma* (5761 m) (Spiti), Safina* (5975 m), Doab*
(6045 m) (Eastern Karakoram), Manirang South (5888 m)
(Kinnaur), Runse* (6175 m), Labrang* (c. 5900 m), Gyadung*
(6160 m), Geling* (c. 6100 m) (Spiti).

Basic Course at N.I.M. (1978). Hon. Local Secretary Bombay: The
Himalayan Club.

MONESH DEVJANI
Service

: Age 22 years e

Climbed: Shiti Dhar (5290 m) (H.P.)

Basic Skiing Course at W.H.M.1. (1984), Basic
Mountaineering Course at N.LM. (1985).
Expedition to Manirang (1988). Treks to
Pindari, Khauli Pass, Kala Pathar, Kulti Valley.

R

T

Skyangpoche

ASHWIN JOGLEKAR : Age 23 years e
Student

Climbed: Sara Pahar (5620 m)* (H.P.)

Basic Mountaineering Course at W.HM.I.,
Manali (1987). Basic Skiing Course at Manali
(1985). Expeditions to Shiti Dhar (1987), M7
(1987), Manirang (1988) Treks to Pindari,
Khauli Pass, Kala Pathar, Kulti Valley.
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Dr. RODHAN SHROFF : Age 46 years o
General Surgeon

Doctor to: The Nun-Kun Expedition, The
Kalabaland Expedition, The Swetvarna
Indo-French Expedition, Kinnaur-Kulu
Expedition, Treks to Kala Pathar, Muktinath
and Lahul.

* First ascents




